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    "Human slavery is a problem many people are just 
becoming aware of," Pedro Garcia, senior pastor of 
Calvary Chapel Kendall, Florida, said while announc-
ing a human trafficking alert as part of a major Miami 
event in 2012. 
    "Many people are surprised to hear the global and 
local scope of this issue," Garcia said. A human traf-
ficking alert will be one of the major causes high-
lighted at an upcoming international conference to be 
held at the University of Miami's Bank United Cen-
ter, February 10-12, 2012.  

Entire article on page 3 

O n the heels of its worldwide debut in Okla-
homa City and prior to a brief trek to the Vatican for 
the Lent and Easter season, the traveling exhibition of 
the world's newest and largest private collection of rare 
biblical texts and artifacts is coming to Atlanta.  
    On Saturday, Nov. 19, Passages will make its At-
lanta debut at the Perimeter Expo Center, showcasing 
450 items of great historical and biblical significance.  

    The 23000 square-foot, non-sectarian, multimedia 
exhibition provides interactive experience in a highly 
contextual, interactive format to tell the dramatic his-
tory of the most-banned, most-debated, best-selling 
book of all time. 
    "Our goal is to make the Bible accessible like never 
before," said Hobby Lobby President Steve Green. 
"Passages brings the pages of the Bible to life and al-

lows people of all interests to experience the creation of 
the book that has altered history, shaped culture, in-
spired minds and changed lives, including my own." 
    The Passages traveling exhibition is part of a 40,000-
item collection - assembled at meteoric speed and 
scoured from the hallowed halls of Cambridge to the 
remotest parts of inner China - named for the Green 
family, who founded Hobby Lobby, the worldôs largest 
privately owned arts and crafts retailer. The collection 
will ultimately find a permanent home in a yet-to-be-
built national Bible museum to enable visitors from 
around the world to experience it year-round. 
 

Passages will be in Atlanta Nov. 19 until mid-May at the Perime-
ter Expo Center, across from Perimeter Mall at 1201 Hammond 
Dr. NE, Atlanta.  For more information about ticket pricing and 
hours of operation, please visit: ExplorePassages.com 

Atlanta, Vatican Next Stops for Worldôs Largest Private Collection of Biblical Texts 

GOOD NEWS! 

Will Court Pay Attention to  

Religious Freedom?  
 

    Christians can enjoy religious freedom--just not in 
a public setting. Once they step foot in that domain, it 
seems liberals are waiting to strip them of their rights 
under a misinterpretation of the Establishment 
Clause. Unfortunately for the pastors in Forsyth 
County, North Carolina, that's exactly what happened 
when they volunteered to open town meetings in 
prayer. In 2007, the Board caved to pressure and or-
dered these pastors to stop praying in Jesus's name--
despite a 96% Christian population in the County. 
After battling for years in court, the suit has finally 
wound its way to the steps of the U.S. Supreme 
Court. The Alliance Defense Fund have filed a peti-
tion asking the justices to hear the case after a disas-
trous ruling from the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
The Family Research Council (FRC) and 15 members 
of the U.S. House of Representatives Prayer Caucus 
also weighed in with an amicus brief in hopes that the 
Court will stop this wave of anti-religious censorship.       
     (frc.org) 

ñBut the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid.   
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  
This will be a sign to you:  You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.  
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host  
appeared with the angel, praising  God and  
saying, "Glory to God in the  highest, and on  
earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."  
 
      Luke 2:10-13 

Know your rights - keep informed! 

http://www.demossnews.com/greencollection/press_kit/fact_sheet_passages_atlanta_exhibition
http://www.demossnews.com/greencollection/press_kit/bio_steve_green_president_hobby_lobby
http://www.demossnews.com/greencollection/press_kit/fact_sheet_the_green_collection
http://www.demossnews.com/greencollection/press_kit/fact_sheet_the_green_collection
http://www.explorepassages.com/
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Words to live byé 
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  
It is the Lord Christ you are serving.                      Colossians 3:23-25  
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    Science and God are again front and 
center in presidential politics. GOP presi-
dential candidate Rick Perry launched the 
discussion by responding to a boy's ques-
tion about the age of the earth. He said, 
"You know what, I don't have any idea." 
He told the young man that evolution is 
"a theory that's out there" but that's "got 
some gaps in it." GOP candidate John 
Huntsman saw this as an opportunity and 
responded to Gov. Perry's comments, "To 
be clear, I believe in evolution and trust scientists. 
Call me crazy." He accused Gov. Perry of holding an 
"anti-science" position which would turn off voters, 
stressing that Republicans would find themselves 
"on the wrong side of science." 
    Why does it matter, especially for Republicans? 
Because candidates and their campaign know polling 
numbers. In 2010, Gallup polling showed that only 8 
percent of Republicans said they believed human life 
evolved without God's intervention. More than 50% 
believe that God created human beings "pretty much 
in their present form." 
    In anticipation of the release of our film, "The 
Genesis Code", we hired Strategic National to poll 
people as to their opinions of faith and science. 
Thirty-nine percent of voters in New Hampshire 
believe that science and the Biblical story of creation 
are in conflict. Forty-two percent of voters in Iowa 
agree. 
    Digging into the Iowa data shows why this matters 
to Republican candidates. Sixty-five percent believe 
the earth was created in six days and 48% believe the 
earth is  around 10,000 years old. 
    Theology has certainly had to eat its share of crow 
in the last 400 years. The earth is not flat nor is it the 
earth the center of the universe. It took nearly 360 
years for the Catholic Church to offer an apology to 
Galileo for placing him under house arrest and burn-
ing his writings that argued that the earth goes 
around the sun. 
    But science has its own dogmatists who are sure 
that their theories are law. At the beginning of the 
20th century, scientific orthodoxy held to a "steady-
state" concept of the universe. It had no beginning 
and it had no end and everyone knew it. Oops. Al-
bert Einstein's theories led other scientists to propose 
the idea of a Big Bang and, suddenly, accepted or-
thodoxy was blown up too. 

    For nearly 100 years, Einstein has been 
the new orthodoxy. But recently, one of 
Einstein's central propositions was called 
into questions when scientists in France 
seem to have broken Einstein's unbreakable 
law of the speed of light. As Charles Krau-
thammer wrote in the Washington Post, 
this may mean, "we shall need a new phys-
ics. A new cosmology. New understand-
ings of past and future, of cause and effect. 
Then shortly and surely, new theologies." 

    The three scientists who recently won the Physics 
Nobel Prize, Saul Perlmutter, Brian Schmidt, and 
Adam Riess, were chosen because they have demon-
strated that the expansion of the universe is not actually 
slowing, as everyone was sure they knew, but actually 
speeding up. 
    Again, scientists are forced to abandon orthodoxy 
and head back to the theoretical drawing board. Ed-
ward Witten, a theorist at the Institute for Advanced 
Study told the New York Times, "This discover defi-
nitely changed the way physicists look at the universe, 
and we probably still haven't fully come to grips with 
the implications." 
    So who's right? Scientists whose answers need to be 
adjusted or abandoned nearly as quickly as they be-
come orthodoxy? Is Perry right to question current 
scientific conclusions or is Huntsman right to put his 
faith in science? 
    Let's make a case for a dose of humility. Science and 
faith should not be enemies. Christians should remem-
ber that science is merely the discipline of coming to a 
better understanding of the world God created. Scien-
tists should remember that people of faith have much 
to add to the conversation about the origins, purpose, 
and ultimate end of the universe and life on this planet. 
It is time to put aside this false argument and encour-
age both sides to seek mutual understanding and appre-
ciation in the context of some healthy modesty.  
 
(Christian Newswire) 
 

Read more about the faith based film, ñThe Genesis Codeò on 
page 13. ñDr. Jerry Zandstra is a pastor and is the Executive 
Producer of "The Genesis Code a film about two college stu-
dents and their struggle between faith and science. The film 
opened November 4.  
 

Read more about the film on page 13 

Science, God, and Presidential Politics 
"The Genesis Code" by Dr. Jerry Zandstra  

Politics and Faith 
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News Briefs  SonBurst News  

One Conference Announces 

2012 Event and Human Trafficking Alert 
 

    "Human slavery is a problem many people are just becoming aware of," Pedro 
Garcia, senior pastor of Calvary Chapel Kendall, Florida, said while announcing a 
human trafficking alert as part of a major Miami event in 2012. 
    "Many people are surprised to hear the global and local scope of this issue," Gar-
cia said. A human trafficking alert will be one of the major causes highlighted at an 
upcoming international conference to be held at the University of Miami's Bank 
United Center, February 10-12, 2012. "The One Conference" is a three-day event 
organized and hosted by Pedro Garcia, senior pastor of Calvary Chapel Kendall. 
"We are presenting this event to unite the church and ignite a passion for Jesus in the 
Christian community," Garcia explained. "We have arranged for the finest communi-
cators from around the country and around the world to come to Miami. There has 
never been an event like this in the history of south Florida." 
    Among a stellar line up of speakers is Franklin Graham, Bob Coy, Greg Laurie, 
Francis Chan, Brian Houston, Ed Young, Miles McPherson, James MacDonald, 
Christine Caine and Britt Merrick.  
     Pedro Garcia's wife, Lourdes, will serve as cause coordinator for the One Confer-
ence. "We want the One Conference to have a real impact and practical effect on a 
number of issues, including human trafficking," Lourdes Garcia said. "A number of 
sources report very disturbing statistics of sexual and domestic slavery around the 
world, nationwide and in Florida," she added. "Because Florida is a crossroads of the 
region, human slavery is a massive problem that many people are unaware of; we 
want to change that."  According to a variety of sites, 27 million people are enslaved 
worldwide; 100,000 American children are trafficked for commercial sex each year. 
Two children are sold each minute on a global scale. 
    The Garcia's believe that the One Conference can make a difference. "'Unite,' 
'ignite,' and 'impact' is the three step call to action we are asking our church and our 
community to take part in," Pedro Garcia said. 
    Christine Caine, one of the conference speakers, is an internationally known 
spokeswoman on the issue of human trafficking. Caine says this issue is starting to 
receive the global attention it deserves. "It is time for those in the church to step out 
of our comfort zones and seek that which is lost. We can abolish this massive injus-
tice," she said. Caine spearheads the A21 Campaign (www.thea21campaign.org) a 
worldwide initiative to confront this issue by partnering with communities to pre-
vent, protect, and prosecute. 
   The One Conference will be generating publicity and support for the National Hu-
man Trafficking Hotline (1-888-373-7888) in three languages. "We hope that our 
church and our community will be alert for signs of those who are victims and will 
give them this information," Lourdes Garcia said. "This alert is just the first step in a 
campaign to research and address this tremendous problem. It is only the beginning."  
    Educating thousands at the conference will also be done through multi-media 
presentations and an Action Center in the University Fieldhouse. This Center will 
also highlight other issues such as fresh water for Haiti, Bibles for unreached people 
groups and first response to crisis situations. "We want the One Conference to be-
come an annual experience in Florida. We hope the effect of the One Conference 
will go far beyond the scheduled dates and will reach around the world for Jesus 
Christ," Pedro Garcia concluded.    (Christian Newswire)  
 

National Human Trafficking Resource Center  
The National Human Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC) is a national, toll-free hotline, avail-
able to answer calls from anywhere in the country, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, every day of the 
year. The NHTRC is a program of Polaris Project, a non-profit, non-governmental organization 
working exclusively on the issue of human trafficking. We are not a government entity, law en-
forcement or an immigration authority.   To report a tip; to connect with anti-trafficking services 
in your area; or, to request training and technical assistance, general information or specific anti-
trafficking resources call us at 1-888-373-7888. 
 
For more information or registration, go to  www.oneconference.com 

Candidates Urged to Sign Religious Liberty Pledge 
 

    A leading advocate for persecuted Christians overseas has called on the presiden-
tial candidates for 2012 to promise they will promote religious liberty. 
    Open Doors USA announced Nov. 28 its request that each candidate for the presi-
dency, regardless of political party, sign the Presidential Pledge for Religious Free-
dom. By endorsing the pledge, a candidate would promise to uphold religious liberty 
for Americans of all beliefs, nominate judges who are committed to backing religious 
freedom and make religious liberty a priority in the United States' foreign policy. 
    The unveiling of the pledge came a week after 62 congressmen wrote President 
Obama to urge him to revise U.S. policy in Sudan amid reports of bombings and hu-
man rights violations backed by the militant Islamic regime in Khartoum, the capital.  
    Southern Baptist religious freedom specialist Richard Land endorsed the Open 
Doors pledge, saying the persecution of Christians and other religious adherents is 
"waxing rather than waning in the world. This situation will not improve without the 
active engagement of the United States." 
    "From a human perspective, if the people of the United States do not insist that 
their government make this a priority issue with the governments who do not permit 
their citizens to freely practice their faith, there will be no relief for millions and mil-
lions of Christians who are suffering persecution and martyrdom around the world," 
said Land, president of the Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission. "Freedom de-
nied to anyone today could be freedom denied to everyone tomorrow," he said. 
    Open Doors, which has partnered with Georgetown University religious liberty 
expert Tom Farr on the effort, plans to present each presidential candidate with the 
pledge and ask him or her to sign it. Americans can aid in the project by signing a 
petition requesting candidates endorse the pledge. Open Doors will inform the candi-
dates how many people have signed the petition. 
    A bipartisan group of U.S. representatives wrote Obama Nov. 21 to ask him to 
consolidate his administration's efforts in Sudan by seeking a comprehensive ap-
proach to peace and reform that would bring together all parties involved in the vari-
ous conflicts in the East African country. 
     "The current model of addressing Sudan's conflicts through individual mediation 
processes -- effectively stove-piping each conflict -- is not working," the House of 
Representatives members wrote. "The Government of Sudan has successfully pitted 
conflict areas against each other. This cynical tactic has allowed it to avoid making 
any broader, more comprehensive changes. Constitutional reform and inclusive gov-
ernance are central to the prospect of real and lasting change." 
    The representatives said refugees from the Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile re-
gions of Sudan reportedly have swelled recently in response to aerial bombardment. 
There also have been reports of increased bombing by the Khartoum-backed forces in 
the Darfur region, displacing more than 115,000 people since December, the House 
members said. 
    Since Sudan's government has indicated an unwillingness to permit aid organiza-
tions access to those affected by the bombings and abuses, the representatives called 
on the Obama administration to lead an international effort to provide humanitarian 
assistance to those affected in the country. 
    Sudanese in the lower third of the country celebrated their independence in July as 
the Republic of South Sudan. The launching of the new government came after a two
-decade-long civil war between the Arab Islamic north and the mostly Christian south 
that ostensibly ended with the signing of a 2005 peace agreement 
    Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile remained a part of Sudan, though near the south. 
Darfur, in the west, has been the scene of ongoing ethnic cleansing for about eight 
years. Khartoum military forces and Arab militias supported by the government have 
committed widespread atrocities against African Muslims in Darfur. Nearly four mil-
lion people have fled their homes because of the attacks. 
    The U.S. State Department has designated Sudan as one of only eight "countries of 
particular concern," a category reserved for the world's worst violators of religious 
liberty. 
 

Compiled by Tom Strode, Washington bureau chief of Baptist Press.   
The pledge may be found online at www.pledgeforreligiousfreedom.com.  
The petition may be accessed at www.OpenDoorsUSA.org. (BP) 

http://www.thea21campaign.org
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/report-a-tip
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/the-nhtrc/overview/56-state-map
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/the-nhtrc/overview/56-state-map
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/access-training/request-a-training
http://www.polarisproject.org/resources/overview
http://www.polarisproject.org/resources/resources-by-topic
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/the-nhtrc/overview/56-state-map
http://www.polarisproject.org/resources/resources-by-topic
http://www.oneconference.com


Bigger Birth Control Bucks Not Working 
Planned Parenthood Making No Progress Against Unintended Pregnancy 

Guttmacher Study Reveals Startling New Data 

    According to a new study by the Gutt-
macher Institute, increased funding for 
Planned Parenthood has had no impact 
on the rate of unintended pregnancies 
across the nation, as Eric Scheidler, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Pro-Life Action 
League, stated in his latest commentary. 
Even more startling is the unintended 
pregnancy rate among poor women, 
which the Guttmacher report says has 
"increased dramatically." 
    This data, released in August, reveals 
that despite a steady increase in govern-
ment funding, topping $305 million by 
2006, the nation's largest abortion pro-
vider has made zero impact on one of 
the very problems they have used to 
justify these huge taxpayer-financed 
subsidies. In an August 24, 2011 
Planned Parenthood press release in 
response to the study, the group's presi-
dent, Cecile Richards, skirted the issue, 
declaring, "There is no question that 
birth control prevents unintended preg-
nancy." 
     Planned Parenthood provides over 
330,000 abortions every year and brings 
in over a billion dollars annually, but is 
still fighting to protect its government 
subsidies -- amounting to hundreds of 
millions of taxpayer dollars sent to its 
clinics every year.  

    "Since 2001, the United States has not 
made progress in reducing unintended 
pregnancy. Rates increased for nearly all 
groups and remain high overall," con-
cluded Guttmacher researchers, Law-
rence B. Finer and Mia R. Zolna, who 
authored the study. 
    This conclusion is particularly reveal-
ing, in light of the fact that the Gutt-
macher Institute was originally a divi-
sion of Planned Parenthood, and still 
operates in supportive concert with the 
abortion provider. 
    "It's crystal clear that Planned Parent-
hood utterly failed to reduce unintended 
pregnancy, despite their massive tax-
payer subsidy," observed Scheidler. He 
noted that the very group Planned Par-
enthood claims depends on them the 
most -- poor women -- experienced the 
most dramatic increase.  
    In a time of skyrocketing government 
deficits, he is quick to point out that con-
tinued funding of Planned Parenthood, 
which is not producing the very results 
for which it is being funded, means tax-
payers are pouring money into a 
"sinkhole." "As this new Guttmacher 
analysis unwittingly demonstrates," ex-
plained Scheidler, "the time to defund 
this feckless organization is long over-
due."  (Christian Newswire) 

www.prolifeaction.org 

    President Obama signed the prohibi-
tion into law Sept. 16 as part of a patent 
reform measure titled the America In-
vents Act. The pro-life language in the 
bill restricts the U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office from issuing a patent on a 
"human organism." 
    The new law makes permanent a ban 
on embryo patenting that has been ap-
proved each year since 2004 as part of 
the annual spending bill for the Com-
merce, Justice and State departments. 
The original bill, sponsored by former 
Rep. Dave Weldon, R.-Fla., met strong 
opposition at the time from the biotech-
nology industry, which sought the abil-
ity to patent human beings created by 
cloning or other methods. 
    Pro-life advocates who had backed 
inclusion of the ban in the patent reform 
measure applauded the newly enacted 
prohibition. 
    "This law recognizes that human life 
is not a commodity, and that a member 
of the human family can never be re-
garded as a mere invention, or as 

'intellectual property,'" said Douglas 
Johnson, the National Right to Life 
Committee's legislative director, in a 
written release. 
    Richard Doerflinger, pro-life special-
ist for the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, said in a written statement, 
"Unethical researchers and biotechnol-
ogy companies are willing not only to 
create and destroy embryonic human 
beings for research purposes, but even to 
patent these fellow humans so they can 
license, market, buy, and sell them as 
mere commodities. By prohibiting pat-
ents on human organisms, Congress has 
helped prevent such gross abuses and 
has taken some of the profit motive out 
of the drive for human cloning." 
    A patent is a government-granted 
property right that provides an inventor 
with sole control of the manufacture and 
use of his invention for a specific 
amount of time. 
 
(BP) Compiled by Tom Strode, Washington 
bureau chief of Baptist Press. 
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U.S. Makes Embryo Patenting Ban Permanent 
 United States now has a permanent ban on issuing patents on human embryos 

Pro-Life News  

    A new study from England finds un-
born children have the capacity to dif-
ferentiate touch from pain in the womb 
and they are able to do so as early as 28-
35 weeks into pregnancy. Other studies 
have shown unborn children can experi-
ence pain much earlier. 
    Conducted by researchers at the Uni-
versity College London, the study found 
unborn children can feel pain around the 
35th week of pregnancy. The scientists 
determine this by using EEG to record 
brain activity in response to pain and 
comparing the responses from a positive 
touch versus a painful prick in the foot. 
    ñBabies can distinguish painful stim-
uli as different from general touch from 
around 35 to 37 weeks gestation ð just 
before an infant would normally be 
born,ò Lorenzo Fabrizi, lead author of 
the study, told ABC News about the 
study published in the journal Current 
Biology. 
    The babies the researchers evaluated 
were between the ages of 28 and 35 

weeks into pregnancy and they all showed 
the same increased levels of brain activi-
ties to both the touch and painful prick, 
but the study found babies at 35 weeks 
gestation have a greater brain activity 
level to the prick than the touch. 
    Dr. David Prentice, a former biology 
professor at Indiana State University who 
is now a fellow with the Family Research 
Council, told LifeNews that fetal pain is 
not a new concept and that it is measured 
much earlier than this study suggests. He 
also cautions about the interpretation of 
the study, pointing out that an ABC News 
report saying ñBabies Feel Pain at 35 to 
37 Weeks of Development, Experts Sayò 
is ñinaccurate and misleading.ò  
    ñItôs important for people to understand 
that the study suggests unborn babies can 
differentiate touch from pain at 35 
weeks,ò Prentice said. ñBut numerous 
studies document that unborn babies can 
certainly feel pain well before this point 
in their life. 
 

www.lifenews.com  

Unborn Babies Differentiate Touch, Pain in Womb 

SonBurst News  

ñAnd may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God  

and into the steadfastness of Christ.ò  

II Thessalonians 3:5 

Where Public Stands on Abortion Protocol  
 

    A national poll recently conducted and released by Angus Reid Public Opinion 
shows that only 21 percent of people believe abortion ought to be legal in all cases. 
    The poll tracks closely with others from the last three decades, and Derrick Jones 
of the National Right to Life Committee (NRLC) tells OneNewsNow the results are 
similar with what Gallup found earlier this year, "that people really are rejecting the 
idea of abortion for any reason throughout the entire pregnancy. It also shows that 
until we get to a point that we can welcome the unborn child in life and protect 
them in law, the American people are very supportive of laws that protect both 
mothers and their unborn children," he adds.    
    The Angus Reid poll also shows that the vast majority of people surveyed, 
whether Democrat or Republican, support parental consent before an abortion is 
provided to an underage girl. 

http://www.prolifeaction.org/
http://m1e.net/c?71868254-gAuzGd0Q22e/.%406799898-HJgrFM4INslIA
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/christiancoalition/~3/Jo-TA0_GBEc/where_public_stands_abortion_protocol?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email


~5~ 

Before I formed you in  

     the womb I knew you,  

 before you were born  

        I set you apart. 
     Jeremiah 1:5 

1/8th page is only a suggested $25.00 donation   

Visit  www.sonburstnews.com 

SonBurst News  

A  new study published in the Brit-
ish Journal of Psychiatry by leading 
American researcher Dr. Priscilla Cole-
man of Bowling Green State University 
finds women who have an abortion face 
almost double the risk of mental health 
problems as women who have their baby. 
    Colemanôs study is based on an analy-
sis of 22 separate studies which, in total, 
examine the pregnancy experiences of 
877,000 women, with 163,831 women 
having an abortion. The study also indi-
cated abortion accounts for one in ten of 
every adverse mental health issue women 
face as a whole. 
    ñResults indicate quite consistently 
that abortion is associated with moderate 
to highly increased risks of psychological 
problems subsequent to the procedure,ò 
the study says. ñOverall, the results re-
vealed that women who had undergone 
an abortion experienced an 81 percent 
increased risk of mental health problems, 
and nearly 10 percent of the incidence of 
mental health problems were shown to be 
directly attributable to abortion.ò 
    The peer-reviewed study indicated 
abortion was linked with a 34 percent 
chance of anxiety disorders, and 37 per-
cent higher possibility of depression, a 

more than double risk of alcohol abuse 
(110 percent), a three times greater risk 
of marijuana use (220 percent), and 155 
percent greater risk of trying to commit 
suicide. 
    When compared to unintended preg-
nancy delivered women had a 55% in-
creased risk of experiencing any mental 
health problem. Dr. Coleman said she 
conducted the study ñto produce an un-
biased analysis of the best available 
evidence addressing abortion as one risk 
factor among many others that may in-
crease the likelihood of mental health 
problems. There are in fact some real 
risks associated with abortion that 
should be shared with women as they 
are counseled prior to an abor-
tion.ò  (Lifenews.com)  

Abortion Increases  

Risk of Womenôs  

Mental Health  

Problems by 81% 

Catholics Stand Against Obama  
for Pro-Life Conscience Rights 

 

    In October, twenty leaders of national Catholic organizations signed a joint state-
ment to protest the mandate for contraception and sterilization coverage issued this 
summer by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and to call for 
legislative reform to protect conscience rights. It was an unprecedented sign of unity 
and solidarity among these Catholic organizations, many of which will have their 
conscience rights and religious liberty violated if the mandate is not reformed soon. 
The leaders who signed this public appeal to Congress and the Administration rep-
resent millions of Catholics.  
    The joint statement appeared as a full-page color ad in two Capitol Hill newspa-
pers, Politico and The Hill, on October 11 with the headline: ñSupport access to 
health care? Protect conscience rights.ò Itôs posted along with the bishopsô current 
action alert and other conscience protection resources at www.usccb.org/conscience. 
    The statement explains that the new HHS rule ñwill force Catholic organizations 
that play a vital role in providing health care and other needed services either to 
violate their conscience or severely curtail those services. This would harm both 
religious freedom and access to health care.ò It would force employers to pay for 
sterilization and contraceptives, including drugs which can induce abortion like 
Ella, marketed as an ñemergency contraceptive.ò These drugs as well as surgical 
sterilizations will be subsidized by all participants in private health plans ï with no 
co-pay from the patient.   
    A narrowly-written religious exemption applies only to church institutions that 
hire and serve mostly Catholics and meet other strict criteria, thus excluding most 
Catholic schools, hospitals, and social service agencies.  (LifeNews.com) 

Pro-Life News  

    Exactly one year from this Novem-
ber, Americans will be going to the 
polls to cast ballots in the most impor-
tant election of our lifetime. The out-
come depends on what pro-family con-
servatives do between now and then. 
 

Everything is up for grabsé 

Supreme Court appointments 

Important pro-life legislation 

Overturning ObamaCare 

Reforming our tax code 

Reducing our national debt 
       and thatôs just for starters. 

 
    The outcome is so important that we 
are launching our voter education cam-
paign one year ahead of time. Christian 
Coalition is looking for at least 
200,000 fellow conservatives who will 

take the ñPray and Vote Pledgeò to have 
an impact on the 2012 elections. 
 
Simply put, we ask that you pledge to: 

1. Pray about the coming elections 

2. Vote on Election Day 

3. Help educate others by receiving 
and distributing voter guides 
 

    Voter education is crucial, and Chris-
tian Coalition voter guides are one of 
the most powerful tools that pro-family 
conservatives have ever had to educate 
others on where candidates for public 
office stand on key faith and family 
issues. But in order to have an impact, 
they must get into the hands of voters.  
 
Visit their website for more information. 
http://www.cc.org/prayandvote 

Christian Coalition asks:  

Will you help build an army of conservative voter 
education activists for the 2012 elections? 

http://www.lifenews.com/2011/08/01/obama-admin-will-force-coverage-of-birth-control-abortion-drugs/
http://www.lifenews.com/2011/08/01/obama-admin-will-force-coverage-of-birth-control-abortion-drugs/
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-liberty/conscience-protection/upload/open-letter-conscience-protection-11-10-11.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/conscience


Ministry News - Evangelism  

A lthough Convoy of Hope and 
the Assemblies of God have been work-
ing together for more than a decade, a 
few years ago, Convoy of Hope founder 
and president, Hal Donaldson, came to 
realize that Convoy of Hope's compas-
sion efforts weren't enough - and would 
never be enough - on their own. It was 
clear, only God could make lasting 
change in the circumstances of the poor 
and suffering in the neighborhoods of 
America, not to mention the multiplied 
millions more living in poverty around 
the world. The answer? Prayer. 
   In May 2009, Convoy of Hope 
founded a global prayer initiative - Pray 
for Hope. The purpose behind the Pray 
for Hope initiative is to raise up a multi-
tude to intentionally pray for the poor 
and suffering. 
    Donaldson first approached AG Mis-
sionary Tom Lofton about heading up 
the global prayer initiative. Lofton 
agreed, but then committed to 40 days of 
prayer and fasting for the Lord's direc-
tion. God's direction to Lofton was clear. 
"We needed a father in the faith," Lofton 
explains, "a person who would give this 
initiative instant credibility and recogni-
tion." 
    Former AG General Superintendent 
Thomas E. Trask, who's known for his 
passion for prayer, accepted Donaldson's 
offer to become the chairman of the 
Global Prayer Initiative.  
    In July 2009, Trask joined Lofton 
(senior director) and Harold Sallee 
(director) as a team member and chair-
man. Soon afterwards, Lofton founded 
the 12-12 Global Day of Prayer for the 
Poor and Suffering. 
    According to Lofton, the annual 
global day of prayer for the poor and 
suffering is a day to ask God to raise up 
workers, full of His love and power, to 
serve those in poverty. It is also a day to 
petition God for salvation, justice, 
safety, water, food, shelter, healthcare, 
education and employment for the 
world¹s needy. 

    "Once you hear the date, 12-12, it's 
there - you don't forget it," Lofton says. 
On December 12, 2010, the inaugural 
Global Day of Prayer for the Poor and 
Suffering was held in conjunction with 
the International House of Prayer in Kan-
sas City, which hosted a 12-hour continu-
ous prayer event for the poor and suffer-
ing in the world. Some 10,000 people in 
150 countries viewed the event online. 
    "I remember the first time we visited 
the International House of Prayer," Sallee 
recalls of the ministry site where prayer is 
held around the clock. "As we left, 
Brother Trask turned to me and said, 'I 
wish every pastor could come here and 
experience what we have experienced 
today.'" 
    According to Lofton, the second annual 
Global Day of Prayer for the Poor and 
Suffering will once again be hosted by 
the International House of Prayer. "We 
encourage people to come attend in per-
son and pray for a time or join in the web-
cast," Lofton says. "Those unable to at-
tend, can participate online on our web-
site at prayforhope.com [on December 
12] beginning at 12 noon Central." 
    The Pray for Hope team has held 
prayer summits for the poor and suffering 
that have proved fruitful in not only rais-
ing awareness of  active participation in 
praying for the poor and suffering, but 
has also helped in creating a network of 
ministries. 
    Trask says that there have been a series 
of "God moments" that have brought to-
gether the Pray for Hope Global Prayer 
Initiative team and orchestrated key en-
counters with leaders and other individu-
als who shared the team's passion to pray 
for the poor and suffering. 
    "It's phenomenal what God has done to 
bring people along side us," Sallee says. 
Trask sums up the ministry and its reason 
for being with the statement, "Nothing is 
greater than prayer." 
 
byDan Van Veen. To learn more visit  
http://www.PrayForHope.com. 
 

PRAY FOR HOPE 
A GLOBAL PRAYER INITIATIVE  

SonBurst News  

ñThen you will know the truth,  
and the truth will set you free.   

So if the Son sets you free,  
you will be free indeed.ò 

 

John 8:32, 36 NIV 

1/4th page (approx.) only $45.00 

Visit www.sonburstnews.com 
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70,000 Plus Pray in Cairo 
By Joseph DeCaro, Worthy News Correspondent 

 

    In November, more than 70,000 prayed all night in Cario, Egypt, but they weren't 
Muslims.  The largest Christian event in Egypt for more than a millenium was held 
at St. Simeon the Tanner Coptic Orthodox Church in Mokattam, Cairo's largest 
"garbage city". An Egyptian Christian leader called it the beginning of a revival, 
even though there was no promotion for, or media coverage of the all-night event.     
    Back in September 2009, during a prayer meeting in Egypt, the event's organizer 
prophesized that President Mubarak would receive "no grace" in 2011; the Spirit 
further revealed that there would be bloodshed, persecution and the destruction of 
churches, but if God's people would hear His voice and repent, then He would 
hear their prayers. 
    Fast forward to Oct. 9, 2011, when many Coptic Christians were killed in Cairo; 
in response, Christian leaders met for 3 days of prayer, after which they announced 
their intention of an all-night prayer event for all of Egypt.                 
        (Worthy News) 

http://www.prayforhope.com/
http://www.worthynews.com/11082-70000-plus-pray-in-cairo
http://www.worthynews.com
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NRB Study: Social Sites Censoring Christians  
 

    One of the biggest promises of the Internet was that it would have unfettered free 
speech for all. However, a new study released in September revealed that Christians 
are one of the few groups being censored online. The new media platforms of our 
world -- Facebook, Google, Apple, and MySpace -- all promise a world filled with 
much more free speech and democracy. 
    But the National Religious Broadcasters has warned these platforms could well be 
the new anti-religious censors of our day. The NRB conducted a study of the social 
networking websites that showed even among the largest of the sites, only Twitter 
hasn't censored Christians. "There's actually a pattern of anti-Christian censorship 
that's already occurred among several of them. And, then, when we looked farther, 
looked at their written policies, we found that [with] everyone of them, except for 
Twitter again," Craig Parshall, general counsel for the NRB, said. 
    National Religious Broadcasters Vice President Craig Parshall notes that Apple 
has stricken two Christian apps from its iTunes store in recent months. Apps for the 
Manhattan Declaration and Exodus International both espouse biblical views on mar-
riage and homosexuality. A new NRB report also accuses Google, Facebook, and 
other Internet gatekeepers of religious viewpoint discrimination. 
    Parshall says they're private companies, so it's not government censorship. But he 
says religious broadcasters will urge them to provide an open forum for all legal 
views. (Christian Coalition) 

Billy Graham Evangelistic Association Launches  

Internet Evangelism Outreach 
 

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA) has introduced 

a new Internet evangelism initiative to reach people online with the Gospel. The 

program was launched in its beta form in late April, and thousands have already 

viewed an online Gospel presentation and indicated making a commitment to Jesus 

Christ. 

     "Every day, people are searching online for answers," said Preston Parrish, ex-

ecutive vice president of ministry for the BGEA. "In their time of need, we are pre-

senting the only hope we have in this world -- the hope found through a relationship 

with Jesus Christ." 

     In the coming months, trained volunteer "E-counselors" will be available to chat 

online with spiritual seekers in an effort to lead even more people into a relationship 

with Christ. In addition, "Discipleship Coaches" will offer follow-up training to 

those who have made a commitment and encourage them in finding a church in their 

area. 

    The program is an extension of BGEA's commitment to proclaim the Gospel by 

every effective means available and equip others to do the same. Billy Graham pio-

neered the use of radio, television and motion pictures to spread the Gospel around 

the world. Today, BGEA continues in the spirit of innovation through the use of the 

Internet and social media. 

    "Today's generation lives on the Internet," said Parrish. "Much like our historic 

strategy of going where the people are -- into stadiums, civic arenas and public gath-

ering areas -- we are doing the same as we reach into cyberspace with the Good 

News of God's love, and His offer of forgiveness and eternal life through faith in 

Christ." 

    When individuals enter phrases like "What Happens When I Die?" or "Why am I 

Here?" in popular search engines, BGEA's Internet evangelism project will direct 

them to relevant web pages that address the questions the inquirer is asking and offer 

the hope of the Gospel as the ultimate and true solution to their need. The "searcher" 

can make a commitment to Jesus Christ, or will be able to chat with an "E-

counselor" to learn more. For more information on the Internet evangelism project, 

visit www.SearchForJesus.net On the site, visitors will see how the program works, 

as well as real-time commitments being made around the world.  (Christian Newswire) 
 

About the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA) proclaims the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ throughout 
the world by every effective means available. From its headquarters in Charlotte, N.C., BGEA directs a wide 

range of domestic and international ministries, including: large-scale festivals led by evangelists Franklin 
Graham and Will Graham; Dare to Be a Daniel, a youth evangelism training project; My Hope World Evan-

gelism Through Television; the Billy Graham Rapid Response Team of crisis-trained chaplains; and many 

others through print, television, telephone, radio and the Internet. For more information, please visit 
www.billygraham.org  

Supreme Court Urged to Protect Public  
 

    Family Research Council (FRC) and Focus on the Family submitted an amicus 
brief to the U.S. Supreme Court in Federal Communications Commission v. Fox 
Television Stations Inc. arguing that the FCC's regulations against indecent material 
aired on broadcast TV are constitutional.  
    Family Research Council President Tony Perkins said: "We urge the U.S. Supreme 
Court to follow its precedents and allow the FCC to regulate indecency on network 
television. Allowing nudity and 'fleeting' expletives to air on public airwaves will 
open the floodgates for more extreme indecency even at hours when children are 
watching television. This result is not required under the First Amendment, as the 
Court has ruled in the past.  
    "The Court has a societal interest in protecting our children from indecent material. 
It is first and foremost a parent's responsibility to protect their children from inde-
cency, but how can they protect their children if the public airwaves are inundating 
them with profanity and unacceptable sexual content? 
    "The public airways are just that - public. The networks using them have a moral 
duty to the American public to responsibly provide content that is acceptable for all 
viewers. This is not a heavy burden for those whose television and radio licenses 
provide them with substantial profits. There is plenty of room within the FCC's inde-
cency guidelines to provide excellent entertainment and meaningful art," concluded 
Perkins. 

    Bestselling author Teresa Tomeo sees 
the common sense in warnings issued 
recently from the American Academy of 
Pediatrics that children 2 and younger 
should not be spending time in front of 
the TV. 

   "The American Academy of Pediatrics' 
latest media-policy statement is good 
common sense," said Tomeo, whose new 
book is EXTREME MAKEOVER. 
"Despite what Madison Avenue might be 
trying to sell parents, there really is no 
such thing as 'educational TV' or videos 
for babies and toddlers. Children, espe-
cially those under 2, learn much more 
from real interactions with real people."    
In the statement, AAP again encourages 

parents of babies and toddlers to avoid 
exposing them to media as much as pos-
sible; and it asked parents to avoid plac-
ing television sets in children's bedrooms. 
    "It may be convenient to sit little 
Johnny or Susie down in front of the TV 
set so Mom or Dad can get some work 
done," she added, "but the experts say 
this is happening far too often and does 
have a negative impact on their develop-
ment. Given the questionable content that 

dominates the culture today, why not 
help children avoid media dependency?" 
     In EXTREME MAKEOVER, Tomeo 
discusses the pervasiveness of media in 
today's culture and talks about ways that 
can make an "extreme media makeover" 
to rid themselves of the messages and 
toxic images that bombard them daily, 
and instead embrace the truth about their 
human dignity.  

(Christian Newswire) 

Parents, Don't Let Your Babies Grow Up in Front of the TV  

http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/christiancoalition/~3/hvBA-5JiB6Q/nrb_study_social_sites_censoring_christians?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
http://www.cc.org/Combo+RSS
http://www.searchforjesus.net/
http://www.billygraham.org/
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Explore 

Historical  

Heritage Park 
 

101 Lake Dow Rd 

McDonough, GA 30253 

WALNUT CREEK FAMILY PRACTICE, P.C.  
4303 JODECO ROAD 

MCDONOUGH, GA 30253 

(770) 898-7840 
 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
 

Se habla espanol 
 

Our Physicians are Christians and Board Certified. 
 

         Monday-Friday   8:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. 

         Saturday    9:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. 

         Sunday    1:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. 

 

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS. WALK -INS ALWAYS WELCOME.  

ON SITE LAB AND X-RAY 

     Heritage Park is an excellent historical park and a great place to take the entire 
family. You will notice many teaching opportunities as you enjoy the paved walk-
ing trails that travel around the many historical buildings, most original to Henry 
County. Experience how life was lived back in the early 1800s. The park is free and 
open to the public and has nice facilities and playground for the kids.   
    The extensive Veterans Memorial Wall includes many images from the different 
conflicts that Americans have participated in and throughout the year, hosts activi-
ties for honoring Veterans. In addition, there is a tribute wall for POWs.  
    As you stroll around the historical buildings, youôll also experience the oldest 
Henry County jail, as well as how gardens played an important part in everyday 
life. The park has a Farmer's Market on Tues & Thurs afternoons.  Well worth the 
trip and experience. Climb aboard the #7 Train Engine. This train shares a 

history of a devastating derailment in the early 1800s. 

The big red barn doubles as a Military Museum filled with donated  

memorabilia from as early back as WWI. 
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    If you live south of Atlanta you might enjoy a day trip to 
the ñExplorations in Antiquity Centerò (EIA) ï a living mu-
seum of life in ancient times located in LaGrange.  You will 
get to go on a tour of a full scale archaeological replica from 
antiquity and learn how Shepherds lived and see how people 
who lived 2000 years ago made wine. 
    This museum is one of the few in the USA who have been 
given a ñpermanent loanò of a collection of artifacts from 
biblical periods. I went on a 1-1/2 hour guided tour and then 
enjoyed a Biblical Meal of fifteen different dishes.  
    I remember hearing about how people lived in tents that 
had taken years to weave by the women. The tents had three 
ñroomsò, one where everyone slept, one where they lived 
and one for guests.  During the day the women worked and the 
husband sat in the guest room and listened for arriving guests.  
    Boys went to school until they were about 12 where they 
completely memorized the Torah (the first five books of the Bi-
ble).  Then the boy could begin to learn his fathersô trade.  If the 
boy was not to follow in his fathersô trade he went off and trav-
eled with his Rabbi to continue his education. 
    Trees were scarce so most items were made out of rock. When 
people were crucified they were nailed to a cross bar and that 
piece of wood was nailed to a tree that was used over and over 
again.  As a perk for the Roman soldiers who performed cruci-
fixions was that they got to throw dice for the clothes taken off 
the victim. 
    We were shown several tombs and heard about how people 
were laid to rest and what happened to them after their flesh 
disintegrated. All family members were laid in the same tomb. 
When there was nothing left but the bones, these bones were put 
in a location in the tomb called Abrahams Bosom. 
    After touring several other sections of our walk, we prepared 
for our meal.  Before we ate, our tour guide explained how peo-
ple, who lived in the time when Jesus walked the earth, said the 

meal blessing. She also 
explained why people 
ate with only their left 
hand and we learned 
about the seating ar-
rangement and how 
people were ñarrangedò 
by their importance.   
    It was also interest-
ing to hear about how 
it is believed the     

disciples were seated at the Last Supper. Our meal consisted 
of 15 items, some of which we recognized and some we did 
not.  It was a good thing that we were supplied a large cloth 
napkin because we had to eat with our fingers.  The only 
utensils were the ones in the serving bowls. 
    After the delicious meal we went to the book store/gift 
shop to look around and we were able to talk further with 
our tour guide. I had a wonderful experience and plan on 
returning when their new museum opens which will house 
artifacts being brought over from the Holy Land. 
 
 

Explorations in Antiquity Center 
Garry Bowen 

FOLLOW THE SHEPHERDS WALKS   DECEMBER 2-3, 9-10, 16-17, 23-24   
Experience the events of Christmas in a new and unique way as you "follow the shepherds" from Nazareth to Bethlehem,  
and beyond.  Walks begin at 6:00 PM and last about 45 minutes.  
 

CHRISTMAS UNDER THE BETHLEHEM STAR  DECEMBER 9-10, 16-17, 23-24 at 7:30 
Our Christmas Sound and Light Show, under the Bethlehem Star will inspire you.  This multimedia event will include  
scenes from actual sites in the Holy Land, coupled with wonderful traditional music will make these nights a special  
celebration of Christmas.  
 

Reservations suggested.  $10 adults, $6 children ages 4-12.  Please call 706-885-0363 or visit the website: www.explorationsinaniquity.net 

    According to the website, one of their most precious oppor-
tunities is helping history come to life for kids of all ages. 
Theyôve constructed four archaeological pits for kids to learn 
the purpose of archaeologyðand to have a good time! Three 
of the pits are based on real-life archaeological excavations 
from different time periodsðfrom about the time of the Exo-
dus to the 2nd century AD. One of the pits is dedicated to the 
youngest archaeologists and is filled with dinosaur remains 
and fossils.  

EIA HOLIDAY PROGRAMS 

Callaway Gardens  
Fantasy in Lights 
Celebrating 20th Anniversary 

  
    This holiday season marks the 20th 
anniversary of Fantasy in Lights®, 
named one of the top 48 events in the 
world by the Chicago Tribune, at Calla-
way Gardens, a 13,000-acre destination 
south of Atlanta.  Fantasy in Lights fea-
tures 8 million lights stretching more 
than five miles, creating 14 larger-than-
life holiday scenes.  As the most spec-
tacular holiday light and sound show in 
the South, Fantasy in Lights at Callaway 
Gardens sets Pine Mountain, Ga., ablaze 
from November 18 through December 
30, 2011.   
    Visitors experience the light and 
sound extravaganza on the ñJolly Trol-
leyò or by driving through the lighted 
scenes in their personal vehicle.  Two 
ñdonôt missò scenes are on Robin Lake 
Beach and are both narrated, ôTwas the 
Night Before Christmas and The Nativ-
ity.  They each last about 10 minutes. 
    Ninety-nine percent of the frames 
used to create the scenes in Fantasy in 
Lights are custom designed and built 
just for Callaway Gardens, taking 3,900 
man-hours to install.  In keeping with 
Callaway Gardensô mission of connect-
ing man and nature, every kilowatt of 
power used to light up Fantasy In Lights 
is compensated with ñgreenò power.   
    Families experience the Christmas 
Village, a 22,000 square-foot indoor, 
heated area featuring opportunities to 
visit Santa and other holiday charac-
ters.  Inside the Village, guests have the 
opportunity to shop for specialty food 
items from the Callaway Gardens Coun-
try Store®, unique gifts, nostalgic toys 
from simpler times and an assortment of 
holiday ornaments.  An array of Georgia 
crafters are on hand making and selling 
their wares. 
 

For more information and ticket prices,  
call 1-800-CALLAWAY or visit  
www.callawaygardens.com.  

Archaeological 

pits for kids help 

them to learn  

the purpose of 

archaeology 

http://www.callawaygardens.com/
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2000 West McIntosh Road - Griffin, GA 30223  
 

Church Office: 770 -228-2307  
www.griffinfirst.org  
www.freshtouch.org  

 

  
                    WATCH 

                      LIVE ON-LINE!  
 
 

The Celebration Choir, Orchestra and Drama Team 

Presents their Christmas Program, 

The Living Christmas Tree 
December 10 at 7pm and December 11 at 6pm 

 
For more information visit  
www.griffinfirst.org   

DECEMBER 2011 
 

4: 2nd Sunday Advent 
6: Saint Nicholas Day - Christian  
Christian celebration of the birth of Saint Nicolas, patron saint of 
children and role model for gift giving. Many churches named 
for this saint who is also the Dutch version of Santa Claus. 

6: Immaculate Conception of Mary - Catholic Christian  
12: Feast day - Our Lady of Guadalupe  
Catholic Christian honoring of a legendary appearance of the 
Virgin Mary near Mexico City in 1531 c.e. 
16: Posadas Navidenas  
Mexican Christian festival re-enacting Joseph's search for room 
at the Inn for Mary and the birth of Jesus. 

21-28: Hanukkah* - Jewish  
22: Solstice  Yule - Christian 
A Christian celebration of the light dawning in Jesus. 
24: Christmas Eve 
Christian celebration of the arrival of Mary and Joseph in  
Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus. It is observed with worship, 
candle lighting, manger scenes and festive meals. 
25: Christmas * 
Christian celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. Observed by 
prayers, exchanging of gifts, and family parties.  

25: Feast of the Holy Family - Catholic Christian 
26: Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr - Christian 
26: Kwanzaa 
An African American and Pan-African holiday  
celebrating family, community and culture,  
Kwanzaa is a secular observance with some  
religious participation. Seven life virtues are presented.  
The dates are always Dec. 26 through Jan. 1. 
28: Holy Innocents - Christian  
30:  Feast of the Holy Family - Catholic Christian 

JANUARY 2012 
 

1: New Years Day 
1: Mary, Mother of God - Catholic Christian 
1: Feast of St Basil - Orthodox Christian 
1: Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus - Orthodox Christian 
5: Twelfth Night - Christian 
Christian observance of the close of Christmastide and prelude to 
Epiphany which begins the next day. 

6: Epiphany - Christian 
Christian commemoration of the manifestations of the divine na-
ture of Jesus Christ. The homage of the magi to the infant Jesus is 
honored by some.  A season of the Christian year from the close of 
Christmas to the beginning of Lent.  
6: Feast of the Theophany - Orthodox Christian 
Orthodox Christian Feast to recall the revelation of the Holy  
Trinity in the baptism of the Lord. 

6: Dia de los Reyes - Hispanic Christians 
6: Nativity of Christ - Armenian Orthodox 
7: Feast of the Nativity ** - Orthodox Christian 
8: Baptism of Jesus - Christian 
16: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  
17: Blessing of the Animals - Catholic Christian 
Christian observance of showing respect for the domestic animals 
that mean much to people. Observed on various dates - especially 
related to St. Francis. 
18-25:  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
20: Timkat - Ethiopian Orthodox Christian 
Epiphany celebration of the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River 

23: Chinese New Year  
Begins a fifteen Day Festival for Chinese people of all religions. 
Family reunions with thanksgiving and remembrance of departed 
relatives take place.  

25:  Conversion of Saint Paul - Christian 
 

The Candy Cane 

Story 
 

    A candy maker in Indiana 
wanted to make a candy that 
would remind people of the true 
meaning of Christmas, so he made the candy cane to 
incorporate 
several symbols for the birth, ministry, and death of 
Jesus Christ. He began with a stick of pure white, hard 
candy. 
    White to symbolize the Virgin Birth and the sinless 
nature of Jesus, and hard to symbolize the Solid Rock, 
the foundation of the Church, and the firmness of the 
promises of God. 
    The candy maker then shaped his cane into the form 
of a "J" to represent the precious name of Jesus, who 
came to the earth as Savior. It could also represent the 
staff of the "Good Shepherd" with which He reaches 
down to reclaim the fallen lambs who, like sheep, 
have gone astray. 
    Thinking that the candy was somewhat plain, the 
candy maker stained it with red stripes. He used three 
small stripes to show the stripes of the scourging Jesus 
received. The large red stripe was for the blood shed 
by Christ on the cross so that we could have the prom-
ise of eternal life. 

His divine power has given us everything we need 
for a godly life through our knowledge of him who 

called us by his own glory and goodness.  
 

2 Peter 1:3 

* Means that Holy days begin at sundown the day before this date.  
** Regional customs, group preference or moon sightings may cause a variation of this date.  

Visit: http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/calendardefinitions.htm for definitions and more information 

2780 Mount Carmel Rd. - Hampton, GA 30228 

BibleBaptistMinistries.com 

December 11 at 6:00 p.m. 
Bible Baptist Church presents 

A Christmas Carol 

December 4 at 1:30 pm 
Recognition of the 70th anniversary 
of Pearl Harbor. WW2 Veteran, Pearl 
Harbor survivor, and church member 
Bob Schmutzler is scheduled to 
speak. 


